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have never quite let go of the
crown, Queen Elizabeth’s death
accelerates a push to address the
past more fully and strip away the
vestiges of colonialism.

“Does the monarchy die with
the queen?” said Michele Lem-
onius, who grew up in Jamaica
and recently completed a Ph.D in
Canada with a focus on youth vio-
lence in former slave colonies.
“It’s time for dialogue. It’s time for
a conversation.”

HONIARA, Solomon Islands —
Millicent Barty has spent years
trying to decolonize her country,
recording oral histories across the
Solomon Islands and promoting
Melanesian culture. Her goal: to
prioritize local knowledge, not
just what arrived with the British
Empire.

But on Friday morning, when
asked about the death of Queen
Elizabeth II, Ms. Barty sighed and
frowned. Her eyes seemed to hold
a cold spring of complicated emo-
tion as she recalled meeting the
queen in 2018 with a Common-
wealth young leaders’ program.

“I love Her Majesty,” she said,
sipping coffee on the Solomon is-
land of Guadalcanal in the Pacific,
9,300 miles from Buckingham Pal-
ace. “It’s really sad.”

Reconciling a seemingly benev-
olent queen with the often-cruel
legacy of the British Empire is the
conundrum at the heart of Brit-
ain’s post-imperial influence. The
British royal family reigned over
more territories and people than
any other monarchy in history,
and among the countries that
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ATLANTA — Fani T. Willis
strode up to a podium in a red
dress late last month in downtown
Atlanta, flanked by an array of
dark suits and stone-faced officers
in uniform. Her voice rang out
loud and clear, with a hint of swag-
ger.

“If you thought Fulton was a
good county to bring your crime
to, to bring your violence to, you
are wrong,” she said, facing a bank

of news cameras. “And you are go-
ing to suffer consequences.”

Ms. Willis, the district attorney
for Fulton County, Ga., had called
the news conference to talk about
a street gang known as Drug Rich,
whose members had just been in-
dicted in a sprawling racketeering

case. But she could have been
talking about another crew that
she is viewing as a possible crimi-
nal enterprise: former President
Donald J. Trump and his allies
who tried to overturn his narrow
2020 election loss in Georgia.

In recent weeks, Ms. Willis has
called dozens of witnesses to tes-
tify before a special grand jury in-
vestigating efforts to undo Mr.
Trump’s defeat, including a num-
ber of prominent pro-Trump fig-
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For the past month, a couple of
patients a day have sat across
from Dr. Alberto Mendoza at the
H.I.V. clinic where he works in
Lima, Peru, to hear him confirm
what they had feared: They have
monkeypox. The men are tor-
mented by the painful lesions the
virus causes. They’re also afraid,
because the visible sores mark
them as men who have sex with
men, a dangerous identity in Peru,
where there is intense discrimina-
tion against homosexuality.

But Dr. Mendoza, an infectious
disease specialist, has little to of-
fer. “I have no options,” he said in
an interview. Neither the antiviral
drug nor the vaccine being used
against monkeypox in the United
States and Europe is available in
Peru.

“We have nothing, even though
we are the country with one of the
highest numbers of cases by pop-
ulation,” said Dr. Mendoza, who
works with the medical charity
Partners in Health.

Neighboring Brazil, which, ac-
cording to the World Health Orga-
nization, has close to 10 percent of
global monkeypox cases, cur-
rently has no vaccine or treatment
either. Nor do the countries in
West and Central Africa that have
struggled with monkeypox out-
breaks for decades.

The scramble for monkeypox
vaccines and treatments has been
centered in the United States and
Europe, where supplies of shots
have stretched thin or nearly run
out. But more than 100 countries
are now reporting monkeypox
cases, and a vast majority of those
have had no vaccine or treatments
at all.

They have been shut out by the
prohibitive cost and by wealthy
nations who bought up most of the
available doses. The United States
already controlled most of the
vaccine, which was originally de-
veloped for smallpox, as part of its
bioweapons strategy after the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
Some public health groups are
also criticizing the W.H.O. for not
doing more to ensure swift move-
ment on equitable access to tests,
treatments and vaccines, after it
declared monkeypox a public
health emergency of international
concern on July 23. They say the
issues echo those seen with Covid,
but without any of the mecha-
nisms that were developed to try
to right the balance during the co-
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KHARKIV, Ukraine — Stunned
by a lightning advance by Ukrain-
ian forces that cost it over 1,000
square miles of land and a key mil-
itary hub, Russia on Sunday ac-
knowledged that it had lost nearly
all of the northern region of
Kharkiv after a blitzkrieg thrust
that cast doubt on a premise —
widely held in Moscow and parts
of the West — that Ukraine could
never defeat Russia.

Russia’s pell-mell retreat from a
wide section of Ukrainian terri-
tory it seized in the early summer
rattled Kremlin cheerleaders and
amplified voices in the West de-
manding that more weapons be
sent to Ukraine so that it could
win.

Victory for Ukraine is still far
from certain, particularly with a
second Ukrainian offensive in the
south making far less rapid
progress. Russian forces are dug
into strong defensive positions
near the Black Sea port city of
Kherson, forcing Ukrainian
troops to pay heavily for every
foot of territory they retake.

But the speed of Ukraine’s ad-
vances over the weekend in the
northeast — an area used by Rus-
sia as a stronghold — has muted
the gung-ho bluster of Kremlin
cheerleaders. It has also under-
mined arguments in places like
Germany that providing more and
better arms to Ukraine would only
lead to a long and bloody stale-
mate against a Russian military
destined to win.

Late Sunday, in a strike that
Ukrainian officials condemned as
a fit of pique over its losses, Mos-
cow attacked infrastructure facili-
ties in Kharkiv, leaving many ci-
vilians without power and water.
President Volodymyr Zelensky
said there was a “total blackout”
in the regions of Kharkiv and Do-
netsk.

“No military facilities,” he wrote
on Twitter. “The goal is to deprive
people of light and heat.”

Russia’s retreat in the northeast
is the biggest embarrassment for
President Vladimir V. Putin’s
larger and better equipped forces
since their attempt to seize Kyiv,
the Ukrainian capital, was re-
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Ukraine’s rout of Russian forces
this weekend is creating a new
kind of political challenge for
President Vladimir V. Putin: It un-
dercuts the image of competence
and might that he has worked for
two decades to build.

On Sunday, the Russian mili-
tary continued to retreat from po-
sitions in northeastern Ukraine
that it had occupied for months.
State television news reports re-
ferred to the retreat as a carefully
planned “regrouping operation,”
praising the heroism and profes-
sionalism of Russian troops.

But the upbeat message did lit-
tle to dampen the anger among
supporters of the war over the re-
treat and the Kremlin’s handling
of it. And it hardly obscured the
bind that Mr. Putin now finds him-
self in, presiding over a six-month
war against an increasingly ener-
gized enemy and a Russian popu-
lace that does not appear to be
prepared for the sacrifices that
could come with an escalating
conflict.

“Strength is the only source of
Putin’s legitimacy,” Abbas
Gallyamov, a former speechwriter
for Mr. Putin who is now a political
consultant living in Israel, said in
a phone interview. “And in a situa-
tion in which it turns out that he
has no strength, his legitimacy
will start dropping toward zero.”

As Ukraine pressed its advan-
tage on Sunday, seizing towns and
territory, Mr. Putin escalated the
brutality of his campaign, a con-
cession to the pro-war voices on
Russian television and social me-
dia. Missile strikes on infrastruc-
ture across eastern and central
Ukraine plunged parts of the
country into darkness.

But it was unclear how far Rus-
sia — with its cyber, chemical and
nuclear arsenals — might be will-
ing to go to halt Ukraine’s momen-
tum, even as the scale of the bat-
tlefield setback became clearer
and more evidence emerged of
disarray inside Russia’s ruling
class.

Ramzan Kadyrov, the strong-
man leader of the Chechnya re-
gion in southern Russia that has
sent thousands of its own troops to
Ukraine, accused the Russian mil-
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Retreat Dents Image
of a Mighty Putin
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The Kharkiv region in Ukraine on Saturday after the Russian military retreated. The occupiers continued to fall back on Sunday.
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WASHINGTON — For a gener-
ation or more, America’s high lev-
els of child poverty set it apart
from other rich nations, leaving
millions of young people lacking
support as basic as food and shel-
ter amid mounting evidence that
early hardship leaves children
poorer, sicker and less educated
as adults.

But with little public notice and
accelerating speed, America’s
children have become much less
poor.

A comprehensive new analysis
shows that child poverty has fall-
en 59 percent since 1993, with
need receding on nearly every
front. Child poverty has fallen in
every state, and it has fallen by

about the same degree among
children who are white, Black,
Hispanic and Asian, living with
one parent or two, and in native or
immigrant households. Deep pov-
erty, a form of especially severe
deprivation, has fallen nearly as
much.

In 1993, nearly 28 percent of
children were poor, meaning their
households lacked the income the
government deemed necessary to
meet basic needs. By 2019, before
temporary pandemic aid drove it

even lower, child poverty had fall-
en to about 11 percent.

More than eight million chil-
dren remained in poverty, and de-
spite shared progress, Black and
Latino children are about three
times as likely as white children to
be poor. With the poverty line low
(about $29,000 for a family of four
in a place with typical living
costs), many families who escape
poverty in the statistical sense
still experience hardship.

Still, the sharp retreat of child
poverty represents major
progress and has drawn surpris-
ingly little notice, even among pol-
icy experts.

It has coincided with profound
changes to the safety net, which at
once became more stringent and 
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Monthslong flooding has crippled the
agricultural sector as the country reels
from double-digit inflation. PAGE A8
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Baker Mayfield rallied his new team,
the Panthers, to a late lead. But his old
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At the D23 Expo in Southern California
over the weekend, Bob Chapek, Dis-
ney’s chief executive since 2020,
worked to rebrand himself after a diffi-
cult start to his tenure. PAGE B1
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Some employees who are back in the
office are nostalgic for the silence they
had at home, especially since in-person
perks, aimed at luring people back, can
make it harder to concentrate. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-6

It’s ‘Pretty Loud’ in the Office

An art taboo of sorts is falling, from the
Whitney Museum to the Armory Show
to blue-chip galleries. PAGE C1
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At 21, the cartoonist Kate Beaton went
to the tar sand fields of Alberta to get a
job. Now she has written a book about
the two years she spent there. PAGE C1
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Carlos Alcaraz, 19, won the U.S. Open, gained the No. 1 ranking and ushered in a new era. Page D1.
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Today, mostly cloudy, humid, show-
ers, thunderstorms, warmer, high
81. Tonight, overcast, showers, low
71. Tomorrow, showers, clearing,
high 80. Weather map, Page D8.
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